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LPG shortage halts autogas, hits vehicle owners

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

An acute shortage of liquefied petrole-
um gas (LPG) has forced most autogas
stations across Bangladesh to suspend
operations, creating severe hardship
for thousands of vehicle owners and
drivers.

Serajul Mawla, president of the
Bangladesh CNG Filling Station and
Conversion Workshop Owners Associ-
ation, said the crisis has disrupted
transport services, with LPG-powered
vehicle owners spending hours search-
ing for fuel, often returning emp-
ty-handed.

He made the remarks ata press con-
ference at the Dhaka Reporters Unity
on Saturday.

Autogas - LPG used as a cleaner and
cost-effective fuel for vehicles - plays a
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vital role in the transport sector. Ac-
cording to the association, Bangladesh
consumes around 1.40 lakh tonnes of Energy Regulatory Commission to
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LPG each month.
Serajul urged the

Bangladesh

ensure an uninterrupted supply of at
least 10% of total monthly LPG con-
sumption for autogas stations.

He warned that a collapse of the
autogas sector would affect nearly
150,000 LPG-powered vehicle owners,
many of whom could be forced to
remove LPG Kits and switch to alterna-
tive fuels.

He also highlighted the financial
losses being suffered by autogas
station owners due to the ongoing
shortage.

Md Hasin Parvez, general secretary
of the association, called on the gov-
ernment to urgently normalise LPG
imports, investigate the causes of the
crisis, and take immediate steps to
resolve it, citing the stare’s moral and
constirutional responsibility to protect
citizens.
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LPG shortage shuts
down auto-gas
stations

Special Correspondent

Shortage of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG) has forced
auto-gas stations across the
country to suspend opera-
tions, directly affecting
thousands of LPG-powered
vehicles, Serajul Mawla,
president of the Bangladesh
CNG Filling Station and
Conversion Workshop

Owners Association, said.
He made the remarks ata
press conference on
Saturday at the Dhaka
Reporters Unity, saying,
"The autogas industry col-
lapses; nearly 150,000
SEE PAGE2COL 5

LPG shortage shuts down

FROM PAGE 1

owners of LPG-powered
vehicles will face serious
hardship and be forced to
remove LPG kits and revert
to other fuels."

According to the associ-
ation, Bangladesh con-
sumes an average of about
140,000 tonnes of LPG per
month.

"We strongly urge the
Bangladesh Energy

Regulatory Commission
(BERC) to ensure an unin-
terrupted supply of at least
10 per cent of total month-
ly LPG consumption, or
15,000 tonnes, to autogas
stations for use in the
transport sector," Mawla
said.

Md Hasin Parvez, gener-
al secretary of the associa-
tion, added that the gov-
ernment has a moral and

constitutional responsibil-
ity to protect people from
the crisis by quickly nor-
malising LPG imports,
investigating the causes of
the shortage, and resolving
them.

Mawla also said autogas
station owners are already
facing severe business
losses due to the ongoing
crisis, leaving both owners
and drivers in distress as

they struggle to obtain fuel.

Autogas is LPG used as a
clean-burning and cost-
effective fuel for internal
combustion engines in
vehicles and machinery.

In many cases, vehicle
owners roam from one sta-
tion to another for hours
but fail to collect gas, dis-
rupting both vehicle oper-
ations and passenger serv-
ices, he added.
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By Star Business Report

LPG autogas shortage shuts most stations nationwide, says association

Photo: Collected

An acute shortage of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) has forced nearly all autogas stations across
the country to shut down operations, said Serajul Mawla, president of the Bangladesh CNG
Filling Station and Conversion Workshop Owners Association, today.

Autogas is LPG used as a clean-burning and cost-effective fuel for internal combustion engines in
vehicles and machinery.

Mawla said the shortage has directly affected thousands of LPG-powered vehicles, leaving
owners and drivers in severe distress as they struggle to obtain fuel.


https://www.thedailystar.net/business

In many cases, vehicle owners roam from one station to another for hours but fail to collect gas,
disrupting both vehicle operations and passenger services, he added.

He made the remarks at a press conference held at the Dhaka Reporters Unity in the capital.
According to the association, Bangladesh consumes an average of about 140,000 tonnes of LPG
per month.

“We strongly urge the Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission to ensure an uninterrupted
supply of at least 10 per cent of total monthly LPG consumption, or 15,000 tonnes, to autogas
stations for use in the transport sector,” Mawla said.

He said that if the autogas industry collapses, nearly 150,000 owners of LPG-powered vehicles
will face serious hardship and be forced to remove LPG kits and revert to other fuels.

Mawla also said autogas station owners are already facing severe business losses due to the
ongoing crisis.

Md Hasin Parvez, general secretary of the association, said the government has a moral and
constitutional responsibility to protect people from the crisis by quickly normalising LPG
imports, investigating the causes of the shortage and resolving them.
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LPG shortage
force autogas
stations to shut:
association

Staff Correspondent

THE ongoing shortage of
liquefied petroleum gas has
pushed the country’s trans-
port sector into a severe cri-
sis, forcing nearly all autogas
stations across the country
to shut down, said the lead-
ers of the Bangladesh LPG
Autogas Station and Conver-
sion Workshop Owners As-
sociation.

At a press conference on
Saturday held at the capital’s
Dhaka Reporters Unity audi-
torium, they also said that
the shutdown of the autogas
station has been disrupting
vehicle movement and caus-

ing widespread hardship for
commuters.

Mohammad Serajul
Mawla, president of the as-
sociation, said that the LPG
autogas is widely promot-
ed as an environmentally
friendly, affordable, and
readily available alternative
to CNG, petrol, octane, and
diesel.

‘Encouraged by govern-
ment policies, we have
converted around 150,000
vehicles into LPG-powered
and set up nearly 1,000 LPG
autogas stations across all 64
districts to support the tran-
sition,’ he added.

Continued on B2 Col. 1 People testing and buying electric stoves in Baitul Mukarram due to the acute gas crisis in Dhaka
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However, the acute sup-
plv disruption had forced
almost all LPG autogas sta-
tions across the country to
shut down operations, de-
spite the sector accounting
for only a small share of total
LPG consumption.

Meanwhile, a severe LPG
supply crunch has hit the
domestic market over the
past several weeks, with
widely used 12-kilogram
cylinders becoming scarce
across major cities.

The shortage has pushed
the retail price of a 12-kilo-
gram cylinder up by nearly
Tk 1,000, with cylinders

selling for around Tk 2,200-
2,500, while the govern-
ment-set price for January
2025 stood at Tk 1,306.
‘The current supply
crisis has left station own-
ers, vehicle owners, and
drivers in distress as driv-
ars were spending hours
roaming for gas, leading
to disruptions in public
transport services and se-
vere inconvenience to pas-
sengers,’ said Mawla.
According to the asso-
ciation, Bangladesh con-
sumes an average of about
140,000 metric tonnes of
LPG per month, of which
the transport sector ac-

counts for around 15,000
metric tonnes, or roughly 10
per cent.

Failure to ensure supply
even for this small portion
has put the entire LPG auto-
gas industry on the brink of
collapse,” Mawla said.

He urged the LPG supply
companies and operators
to ensure an uninterrupted
supply to autogas stations in
line with demand.

He also urged the Bang-
ladesh Energy Regulatory
Commission and other rele-
vant government authorities
to resolve any complications
related to LPG imports and
to ensure adequate distribu-

tion through operators.

Leaders of the association
demanded adequate meas-
ures to prevent future sup-
ply disruptions, including, if
necessary, alternative import
arrangements.

Theyv warned that unless
the LPG crisis is addressed
urgently, its impact would
extend beyond the transport
sector, posing serious risks
to energy security, environ-
mental protection, and over-
all economic stability.

Senior leaders of the as-
sociation and zonal repre-
sentatives from across the
country were also present at
the press conference.



